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The Arts & Crafts home at 111 Tower Place has been a silent witness to well 
over a century’s worth of change. It observed ships gliding in and out of 
Puget Sound, from schooners to giant freighters; watched hills being 

whittled away as the city grew denser and taller; and surveyed the neighborhood 
as empty lots sold and home styles changed.  

The Craftsman beheld stories as they unfolded, then faded, and eventually became 
lost to time.   In fact, pursuant to the cycle of change, this home’s very presence 
almost entirely erased the Victorian farmhouse that once stood within its 
footprint.   The farmhouse was one of the earliest homes to grace the top of Queen 
Anne Hill, and it would have provided a breathtaking lookout for its builder – 
possibly the old seafaring captain Edwin W. Holmes, or the intrepid Washington 
Territory pioneers and Klondike Gold Rushers Arthur and Gabrielle Griffin.   The 
Griffins purchased this property in 1893 and lived there for 12 years (some of it in 
Canada and Alaska) before building anew in 1905.  

Arthur and Gabrielle commissioned MIT-trained architect Abel Walter Spalding to 
design a distinctive, modern residence.   The old farmhouse was razed, and the 
resulting grand home befit Arthur, now a respected superior court judge, and 
Gabrielle, a Territorial University of Washington graduate and amateur zoologist.  
The Griffins nurtured three children on this oasis-like property – Arthur, Gabrielle, 
and Hortense – and they provided an atmosphere suffused with wonder and 
discovery.   Arthur and Hortense followed in their parents’ footsteps: Arthur and 
his father founded the law firm Griffin & Griffin, and Hortense became a 
biologist.  

The Craftsman’s story begins on April 1, 1862, when Arthur Eugene Griffin was 
born in New Haven, Minnesota.  His parents, Lorenzo and Julia, were farmers who 
already had three daughters; Arthur was their last child and only son.   He 
attended school and worked on the family farm until he was 15.   By 1880, Arthur 
was living with a sister and her family in Lake Marshall, Minnesota, where he was 
a clerk at a hardware store.   He then attended school in Chicago – the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer reported that Arthur attended school there in 1883 “until his savings 
were exhausted.” 

With little to his name, Arthur pursued a new life out west, arriving in Washington 
Territory in 1884.  He taught school in Alderton, a town south of Sumner, and also 



did surveying for the Northern Pacific.  That year, engineers were building a track 
through nearby Enumclaw, where the town’s first residents, Frank and Mary 
Stevenson, had cleared 20 acres of forest and built a one-room cabin.  When Arthur 
showed up, the Stevensons gave him and a friend a lot to build a general store.  
They seized the opportunity, and their store was the embryonic town’s first 
building.   It is unlikely the structure still stands, but Griffin Avenue, Arthur’s 
namesake, runs through the town.

According to revisits.org, the general store “prospered; and skins and hides, often 
used as tender in trade at the store, gave way to real money.”  A Seattle Daily Times 
story on the history of Enumclaw mentioned the mercantile: “Pioneers recall that 
the merchants often exchanged goods for hides, which were stored in a back 
room.   One night a skunk got in and impaired the value of a large number of 
hides.”  

Griffin also served as the town’s first postmaster and the community’s information 
bureau. In 1905, The Seattle Republican printed a humorous anecdote entitled 
“Griffin’s Sunday Britches.” 

The trains were very irregular, and it kept him up a great deal of his 
time to get the town mail on the passing trains. He slept over the post 
office and when the train was late at night he did not pull off his 
clothes, but lay across his bed with the mail sack at his side, and 
when the engine whistled for Enumclaw he got up and jumped out 
of the window and ran to the station and hung his mail sack on the 
arm, which would be snatched aboard by the mail clerk without the 
train stopping. One evening Mr. Griffin had been repairing his 
Sunday trousers while waiting for the train.   As usual the train was 
late and soon he had fallen asleep.   The whistle in the course of time 
awoke him, and, snatching his mail sack in the darkness, made a 
bold rush for the depot.   He hung his mail sack in its accumstomed 
[sic] place and in a few minutes more was undressed and snoring 
away in his little bed. The next morning he had no sooner opened his 
eyes when he saw his mail sack by his bed.  He was bewildered for a 
few minutes.   Had he simply dreamed he had taken the mail to the 
train?   But soon it all dawned upon him.   He had taken his ‘Sunday 
britches’ to the train instead of the mail sack.   It is not recorded 



whether or not he went to church the following Sunday, as those 
were times when Arthur Griffin did not number his dollars in the six 
figures, as he now does.

Arthur’s future success in justice and governance seemed predestined.   According 
to his membership application to the Sons of the American Revolution, his great-
great-grandfather, Samuel Manning, Jr., advised Townsend, Massachusetts’s 
"delegate to the Constitutional Convention with regard to the outlines of a form of 
government” in 1779.  When Arthur wasn’t running the general store or tending to 
his post master duties, he found time to study law at night.   James Hamilton 
Lewis, a peer, supplied him with books.

Serendipity was at work when Arthur met Enumclaw’s newest school teacher, 
Gabrielle Paumel, in 1888 or 1889.  She was two years old when she sailed with her 
parents, Emilien and Hortense, from southern France to America in 1872.   They 
settled in Illinois, where little sister Norine was born, and then continued west to 
Washington Territory.   They first settled in the Newcastle area near Coal Creek, 
where Emilien reportedly worked in the coal mines. (Washington’s 1885 Territorial 
Census listed him as a farmer.)   In 1887 and 1888, Emilien and Hortense obtained 
two land patents in the Green River Valley, now Metzler State Park and Canter-
Berry Farm.

Explorewashingtonstate.com described the Paumel’s homestead:  

Each morning, Emilien would saddle his horse and head toward 
Black Diamond to begin his long day in the coal mines, kicking his 
horse on the hind end to head back home, as the story goes. The land 
where the blueberry farm now resides was originally acquired from 
the Northern Pacific Railway company and eventually cleared before 
a man known as S.A. Crisp built the barn in 1879. Shortly thereafter, 
the land was purchased, beginning the story that has led to Canter-
Berry Farms existing today. Constance [should be Hortense] and her 
two daughters, Gabrielle and Norine, supposedly planted the now 
flourishing fruit trees on the property, including an old King Apple 
tree, a plum tree, a Gravenstein tree and a pear tree. As the fruit 
grew, the women would harvest and sell it on the side of the road to 
make extra money while Emilien was away. While residing on the 



property, the Paumels built a two-story log cabin, of which remnants 
can still be found today. Clarissa [current owner] herself has found 
old charred wood from the historic structure along with remnants of 
multiple other buildings. As time passed, the Paumel daughters grew 
up and married off to men in the area. Gabrielle moved to Enumclaw 
and married a judge while Norine married a local man and stayed on 
the homestead. While they resided there, the homestead was mostly 
tenant farmed and at one time housed pigs, was used to grow lilacs 
and served as a dairy farm.

Gabrielle attended the Territorial University of Washington (the University of 
Washington) from 1887 to 1889.  (Between 1861 and 1898, only 71 bachelor’s 
degrees and 27 teachers’ diplomas and certificates were conferred.)   She studied 
under the tutelage of O. B. Johnson, a professor referenced in the 1923 Tyee: 

When President Eliot of Harvard visited the University he asked 
Professor O. B. Johnson what chair he held. “Well, Mr. President, I 
teach zoology, botany, physiology, chemistry, physics, civics,  and —“ 
“Yes, yes, I see.  You don't hold a chair.  You occupy a settee.”

In 1888, The Seattle Post-Intelligencer listed Gabrielle Paumel as one of the teachers 
attending a summer session at the Teachers’ Institute on the Territorial University 
campus.  She may have voted in their curriculum-related election: “It was decided 
by a vote of 40 to 5 that printing should not be taught to children but to teach 
script from the start, as printing can be of no use to the child in after life!”   After 
earning her diploma, Gabrielle moved to Enumclaw when she was hired as the 
town’s schoolteacher.   (Her family lived just a few miles away in Green River.)  
Clarence Bagley reported her “vivacious” presence in his History of King County: 

After the platting of the town, the first school was held in the winter 
of 1887 in a cedar shack on Porter Street which had formerly been 
occupied by the Stevensons.   Miss Granville was the first teacher, 
Miss Oliver next, and finally Gabrielle Paumel, the pretty and 
vivacious daughter of Emilien Paumel, a Green River farmer, came to 
Enumclaw.   Miss Paumel was destined to become the wife of the 
future Judge Griffin, then the village lawyer and storekeeper.



The pair were smitten.   On May 1, 1889, Gabrielle and Arthur were married at 
Reverend John Damon’s home at 910 5th Avenue in Seattle.   The following year 
was significant for the newlyweds: their son Arthur Roussell (Gabrielle’s mother’s 
maiden name) was born on February 20th; Arthur applied to the bar; and he was 
nominated to run for King County Commissioner.

Arthur lost that election, but he was admitted to the bar in 1891.   He joined the 
firm Stratton, Lewis & Gilman, located on the ground floor of the Occidental 
Building/Hotel Seattle at the intersection of Yesler Way, James Street, and First 
Avenue.   In 1892, Arthur argued his first high-profile case when he represented 28 
widows whose husbands were killed in a Roslyn mine explosion.   The blast 
remains the deadliest coal mining disaster in Washington State history.   Arthur 
settled the case with Northern Pacific Coal Company; each widow received $1,000, 
and each child $100.

Arthur’s post at a Seattle law firm dictated a move from Enumclaw.   The Griffins 
chose Lower Queen Anne as their new neighborhood.  In 1892, they were living at 
108 Birch Street (now Taylor Avenue), just north of Denny Way.   But the 
magnificent views afforded higher up on the hill soon lured them about 10 blocks 
north.   In March 1893, Arthur and Gabrielle paid $3,000 to Edwin W. Holmes for 
Lots 3 and 4 in Block C of the Van Brocklin Addition.  The deed includes the words 
“premises” and “appurtenances,” and the heftier purchase price suggests an 
existing home.  (Two neighboring lots sold in 1895 for $1,400.)  

Captain Holmes was a long-time steam captain who had spent most of his 62 years 
plying the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.   He also dabbled in real estate, as did 
George/Geoff H. Johnson, a ticket agent for Pacific Coast Steamship Company.  
Johnson had moved to Seattle from the newly established town of Bonneville in 
1882, where he oversaw the construction of several buildings for the Oregon 
Railway & Navigation Company.   A property ledger revealed that in March 1883, 
Captain Holmes gave Johnson power of attorney to purchase property.   One week 
later, Johnson purchased Block C from John W. Van Brocklin, just months after it 
was platted.  Subsequent purchases in Block C list both Holmes and Johnson as the 
grantors. By 1885, Johnson had all but disappeared from local records, and in 1887, 
Captain Holmes was the sole owner of Lots 3 and 4 in Block C when he was 
ordered to pay $4.57 in delinquent taxes.  



Unfortunately, Captain Holmes was never listed in the directory, nor was his 
residence ever mentioned in the newspaper.   If he had built a home there for 
himself or as an investment, its location at the top of the hill would have been 
difficult to access before 1891.   The Front Street Cable Railway was launched in 
1889 and only ran from Front Street (1st Avenue) in Pioneer Square to Denny Way.  
Two years later, the route was extended to Highland Drive.  

An outline of a modest south-facing, two-story farmhouse where 111 Tower Place 
would be built can be spotted on the 1891 and 1904 Bird’s Eye View Map of Seattle.  
But it is possible the 1891 map is incorrect, because the Griffins did apply for a 
building permit in 1893 for a $1,000 dwelling that would measure 34 x 18 x 26..  
Building permit notices in the 1893 issues of the Post-Intelligencer did not reveal 
this permit.   Could it be the Griffins never followed through and continued living 
in the existing home, or did they build a home, and the records are yet to be 
found?   No matter who built the Victorian and when, it was one of the earliest 
homes to grace the highest spot on the Hill, and the view would have been perfect 
for an aging sea captain or a young, promising family.  

Between 1893 and 1895, the Griffins’ address in the directory was simply “east side 
Kentucky (First Avenue North) between Benjamin (Lee Street) and View (Highland 
Drive).”  In 1897, the address was 1224 First Avenue North, and in 1973, it became 
111 Tower Place.  

A joyous event took place in this home on August 19, 1894, when Arthur and 
Gabrielle hosted Norine's wedding.   She married letter carrier Thomas F. Rainey.  
The newlyweds lived on lower Capitol Hill until 1917, when they moved in with 
Arthur and Gabrielle.   This was a short-lived arrangement; the Raineys soon 
moved to the Paumel homestead in Auburn.

Arthur and Gabrielle believed in Seattle's promise and invested in both land and 
enterprises.   In 1893, Arthur and four partners incorporated the H. W. Baker 
Company, whose purpose was to rebuild and oversee a wharf on Seattle’s 
waterfront where they would “carry on a general warehouse, brokerage and 
commission business, operate lines of steamers and carry on a general steamboat 
business.” The former wharf was built at the foot of University Street after the 
Great Fire of 1889.   It collapsed in 1892 when a steamer was attempting to dock.  
The new partners expanded the dock in length and breadth, and they named it 



Baker’s Dock.   It was replaced in the early 1900s and today houses Seattle’s Great 
Wheel.

Arthur’s solid reputation was boosted again when he was nominated for a King 
County Superior Court judgeship in 1896.   His loss was fortuitous; it enabled him 
to seize an opportunity no one saw coming.   On July 17, 1897, the steamship S. S. 
Portland arrived in Seattle, carrying miners and two tons of gold.   The Klondike 
Gold Rush was born; hysteria ensued as thousands flooded Seattle to outfit 
themselves and wait for the next northbound steamer.   Arthur succumbed to gold 
fever, too, but he wouldn’t be mining – he would be reaping the rewards of his 
legal services.  

Arthur resigned from Stratton, Lewis & Gilman and partnered with lawyers 
William Martin and Falcon Joslin.   William Martin ran the Seattle office of Martin, 
Joslin & Griffin, located in the Collins Building on Second Avenue and James 
Street, while Arthur and Falcon Joslin handled mining claims and disputes in 
Dawson, Canada.   They made “considerable money,” according to The Post-
Intelligencer.   In 1898, after Canadian lawyers diluted the demand for legal work, 
Arthur returned to Seattle.  Also making the return trip was a musk ox skull found 
in a Klondike mine that Arthur donated to the University of Washington’s Burke 
Museum.   Arthur told the P-I reporter that he hoped to return the following 
spring, and it appears the Griffin family went to Skagway, Alaska.   In June 1900, 
the town’s Daily Alaskan reported that Gabrielle was returning to Seattle.

Arthur described his experience up north in 1898. 

Two things I noticed in Dawson were more than ordinarily strange to 
me.   One was that in the summer one never saw the moon and that 
in the winter she was in evidence at all hours. I was prepared for the 
midnight sun, but the mid-day moon was unexpected.   In the 
summer the moon was in sight for only a few minutes a day, just 
above the horizon. The other surprising fact to me was that the old 
miners who have been in the country long enough to get any sort of
“stake” are high livers. No bacon and beans for them. They have 
their boned chicken and turkey, their canned mushrooms, asparagus, 
peas, and vegetables of all sorts, and their fine wines, regularly, 
regardless of cost. And if you are his friend, the average pioneer 



gold-digger will invite you to such a meal every time you pass his 
cabin.  They are a fine set of men and as shrewd in a trade as the next 
people.

Once back in Seattle for good, Arthur was nominated for a superior court 
judgeship in 1900 and again in 1904.   This time, he won both elections and served 
eight years in the position.   As Judge Griffin, he presided over a myriad of major 
civil and criminal cases, from felonies to misdemeanors.  He also oversaw probate, 
juvenile matters, and family law, including marriages and divorces.  And as Seattle 
experienced explosive growth, he oversaw lawsuits that defined the city’s 
geography.  

By the early days of Arthur’s second term, the Griffins had outgrown their old 
farmhouse.   Arthur and Gabrielle commissioned architect A. Walter Spalding to 
design a modern home that reflected their success, and, according to family lore, 
one that would impress Arthur’s in-laws, Emilien and  Hortense Paumel. 

Abel Walter Spalding was born to farmers in Billerica, Massachusetts, in 1859.   He 
attended the University of Massachusetts at Amherst before receiving his formal 
architectural training at M.I.T.   After graduating in 1884, he practiced in St. Louis, 
Minneapolis, and Lewiston, Idaho, before arriving in Seattle in 1901, where he co-
designed the W. D. Hofius House at 1104 Spring, now the residence of the Catholic 
Archbishop.   Possibly Spalding’s most famous design was the Robert Moran 
House, now Rosario Resort, built in 1906.   Before he designed the Griffin 
Residence, he designed the Middleton House at 620 Lee Street, the Ezra Pope 
House at 1418 Willard Avenue, and his own home just four blocks west of the 
Griffins at 416 West Comstock Street.   The architectural rendering of Spalding’s 
home was featured in The Seattle Post-Intelligencer in June 1904.   “[The home] has 
aroused much admiration from those who have seen the place.   The plans were 
drawn by Mr. Spalding, and the structure entire combines a number of unique 
features and decorative effects that are practically a composite of the various forms 
of residence architecture.”

Arthur applied for a permit on February 17, 1905.   R. H. Thomson, the 
Superintendent of Buildings, granted permission and extended the permit through 
October 26th.   The farmhouse was razed to its foundation, which is still visible in 



the basement’s crawl space.   The Seattle Post-Intelligencer described the soon-to-be-
constructed home: 

Plans for a splendid residence for Judge Arthur S. [sic] Griffin are 
being drawn by Architect A. W. Spalding, and while no definite cost 
is named, it is said that the home will be one of the finest of its class 
in the city.   Its location is to be at Comstock street and First avenue 
north, in the Queen Anne hill district, affording a good view over the 
Sound and the city. In a general way it can be said that the residence 
will be completely modern. The first story will be entirely of stone, 
and the second story half frame. The interior is to be finished in 
hardwood, with mahogany floors, stairways, handrails, etc.

The Griffins spent an estimated $3,500 to build their dream home, and it was likely 
completed in the fall of 1905.    The home A. Walter Spalding designed for the 
Griffins at 1224 1st Avenue North was a Tudor-inspired Craftsman, with its steeply 
pitched gabled roof and half-timbering on the upper floor.   The home towered 
above Comstock Street and First Avenue North, and its new orientation and large 
windows would capture glorious views of Puget Sound, the Olympics, the 
Cascades, Mount Rainier, and the growing city below.   When the home was 
included on the Queen Anne Tour of Homes in 1978, The Queen Anne News 
described its masterful workmanship:

Examples of the unique craftsmanship abound - the dressed granite 
exterior, seemingly irregular but actually perfectly even and one of 
only five homes on Queen Anne with such an exterior, the three 
fireplaces; the extensive stained glass on the front door and the main 
stairway.   The woodwork in the dining room and library is original. 
“It has never been varnished, only wiped,” said Ms. Densmore. The 
floors, walls and ceilings on the first floor are oak. The floors on the 
main level are quarter sawn oak; those on the second floor are maple, 
both unusual even in that time.

The new home’s modern amenities and finishes almost certainly fulfilled the 
Griffins’ wishes and delighted the Paumels.   It would be a wonderful refuge to 
raise a family.  This home also helped provide order in a world that was drastically 
uncertain.  Arthur and Gabrielle were soon expecting their second child.  Gabrielle 



Berthe was born in August 1906, but sadly, she suffered from epilepsy and died 
from a seizure in November 1907.   Two years later, on September 26, 1909, Arthur 
and Gabrielle welcomed their second daughter, Hortense Marie.  

Arthur retired from his judgeship in 1909 and settled into a new law office in the 
Alaska Building.   It was Seattle’s first and tallest steel-frame skyscraper at 14 
stories.   And it was an apt address for Arthur, as it was built to symbolize the 
significance of the Klondike Gold Rush.

A few records, including the absence of them, shed light on Arthur and Gabrielle’s 
home life.   The pair were noticeably absent from Society columns – Gabrielle was 
only mentioned as attending two Whist card parties in 1904 and hosting an 
American War Mothers Valentine luncheon in 1935.   The Griffins owned two dogs 
in at least 1899,  a fox terrier named Murphy and a pointer named Lassie.  And the 
family’s mode of transportation in 1911 was a Chalmers Touring Car.  

Both Arthur and Gabrielle had distinct hobbies, but they both loved the outdoors 
and were fascinated by Native American culture.   Arthur began recording 
generations-old stories in 1884 after moving to Enumclaw, and after Gabrielle 
married Arthur, she began collecting relics.   These stories were passed down 
through five generations of the Griffin family.  Arthur’s great-grandson, Trenholme 
J. Griffin, edited them and published Ah Mo: Indian Legends from the Northwest, and 
More Ah Mo Indian Legends From the Northwest. Arthur also enjoyed fishing and 
hunting, and he collected antiques and opals.   Gabrielle was a devoted 
coleopterist; she studied and collected beetles.   In fact, a variety she discovered 
was named after her.  

Arthur used his legal expertise to advocate for local tribes.   He represented the 
Northwest Indian Federation, which in 1923 included nine local tribes.  They were 
suing the U.S. government for failing to fulfill its obligations under a 1855 treaty.  
That year, Arthur gave a heartfelt speech at a potlatch about white men’s broken 
promises: “They took away the fairest lands, and when they found that the small 
part they had given back contained fine timber they snatched it away again, sawed 
down the trees, and now they want the Indian to take the stumps.” In 1927, Arthur 
represented 19 Puget Sound area tribes, and in 1928, 29 tribes were on board. In 
1934, Arthur argued his case in vain before the United States Supreme Court in The 



Duwamish, Lummi, Whidbey Island Skagit Tribes of Indians, et al., Petitioners, v. the 
United States.  

Arthur’s legal work and Gabrielle’s etymological interests made an impression on 
their children. Arthur R. graduated from Broadway High School in 1908, and he 
attended the University of Washington, where he was a member of the law 
fraternity, Delta Chi.   After Arthur was accepted to the bar in 1914, he and his 
father worked together in their law office Griffin & Griffin, in the Alaska Building.  
The father-son practice was interrupted by World War I in 1917; Arthur R. enlisted 
in the Navy in September 1917 and served as an ensign.   He was discharged on 
December 18, 1918, and resumed his work at Griffin & Griffin.  

Arthur married Mae Trenholme in 1921.   They lived in the Mount Baker 
neighborhood at 3325 Lakewood Avenue and welcomed four children: Janet in 
1922, Ruth in 1924, and twin sons, Arthur Russell and J. Trenholme, in 1929.  It was 
a shock to all when Arthur died of a kidney infection due to a blocked urinary tract 
on July 5, 1930.

Hortense attended John Hay School and Queen Anne High School.  According to 
her 1926 senior yearbook, she enjoyed hockey, basketball, and French.   Hortense 
continued her studies at the University of Washington, where she likely met 
William Lanphere, a professor just eight years her senior.   On June 12, 1931, the 
Griffins hosted their second wedding when Hortense and William were married at 
1224 1st Avenue North.  Hortense was not content to be a homemaker; she studied 
zoology at the University of Washington and graduated in 1935.  

A footnote in The Coleoptera of Washington reveals Gabrielle and Hortense’s mutual 
interest and Gabrielle’s passion for studying beetles: 

From about 1933 to 1935, one of the most important and enthusiastic 
contributors to my cabinet was the late Mrs. Gabrielle Paumel 
Griffin, wife of Judge Arthur E. Griffin of Seattle. Mrs. Griffin was a 
student at the University of Washington from 1887 to 1889, having 
studied under Prof. O. B. Johnson. Long a collector of Indian relics, 
she became interested in beetles through collecting insects with her 
daughter, Hortense, in British Columbia in 1929 and 1930. Learning 
that I was glad to obtain what she was collecting, she began to send 



and bring in specimens in increasing numbers. She learned where the 
beetles were to be found, and "when one is taking a trip," she 
explained, "one can't drive all the time"-- and she learned where to 
stop. Furthermore, Mrs. Griffin was not satisfied with the first few 
specimens of a species she found, but went on to gather a series, so 
that her total contribution to my cabinet numbers two or three 
thousand or more specimens. Most of her specimens were taken in 
the Pacific Northwest, but some were taken from as far away as 
California and Arizona to the south and from Colorado, Arkansas, 
and Virginia to the east.

Three months after Hortense graduated from the University of Washington, life 
took a turn for the Griffins.  Gabrielle was searching for beetles at Golden Gardens 
on September 12, 1935, when she lost her footing and tumbled into Puget Sound.  
The Seattle Daily Times recounted the event:

Drenched and shivering and suffering from exposure, Mrs. Gabrielle 
T. Griffin, 65 years old, wife of attorney Arthur E. Griffin, stumbled 
to the caretaker’s cottage at Carkeek Beach on Puget Sound north of 
Ballard last night, after falling into the water while collecting beetles. 
In her hand she clutched two cyanide vials used to trap the insects, 
which she has collected fifteen years as an amateur zoologist. Griffin 
found his wife at Harborview County Hospital, where deputy 
sheriffs had taken her.   The attorney had become worried because 
Mrs. Griffin did not return to their home at 1224 First Ave. N. for 
dinner. Losing her footing on an embankment on Golden Gardens, 
south of Carkeek Beach, Mrs. Griffin fell into the water, she said. She 
was recovering at home today. Mrs. Griffin will suffer no ill effects 
from her accident, attendants said today.   She collects beetles for 
Melville Hatch, University of Washington zoology professor, and one 
variety she discovered has been named for her.

After the mishap, Gabrielle visited her sister Norine at the old family homestead in 
Auburn.   It was to be the last warm week of the year with highs in the upper 70s.  
On the morning of September 25th, Gabrielle arose, put on her kimono-style robe, 
and went to cook breakfast.   Norine (whose last name was now Morgan) heard a 
scream – she reported that her sister’s “kimono ignited as she stood beside a 



stove.” Norine attempted to beat out the flames and burned her right hand in the 
process.   Gabrielle was rushed to an Auburn hospital, and Arthur soon arrived to 
be by her side.  She died hours later.

Life went on.  Distractions helped.  Arthur continued pouring his time and energy 
into his cases, including efforts to secure redress for local tribes.  Hortense’s thesis, 
The Aquatic and Semiaquatic Heteroptera of Western Washington, earned her a master’s 
degree in 1937.   She and William then moved to Arcata, California, where they 
were biology professors at Humboldt State College.   Hortense spearheaded an 
experimental fish hatchery at the school, and in the early 1940s, she and William 
purchased acreage in the area.   According to The San Francisco Examiner, “They 
fenced the dunes and patrolled them to keep out off-road vehicles. It’s said that 
Hortense Lanphere used to chase off trespassers with a rifle."
 
By 1946, the home at 1224 1st Avenue North was too empty and maybe too much 
to maintain for 82-year-old Arthur.   This home’s next chapter began in 1946 when 
he sold his beloved home for $18,500.  (Arthur ensured the home’s view would not 
be obscured by including a protection clause in the deed.) 

As this Craftsman continues its steadfast watch over the city and Sound,  it cradles 
a vast collection of stories. Two families, the Wallaces and the Densmores, have 
added their own fascinating tales, and subsequent owners will do the same.   But 
this historic home represents a snapshot of 1905, when pioneers Arthur and 
Gabrielle Griffin razed their Victorian farmhouse and commissioned architect A. 
Walter Spalding to design a home they would raise their children in and love for 
the rest of their lives. It will always stand as a testament to Arthur for his tireless 
work as a lawyer, Superior Court judge, and advocate for Native Americans, and 
to Gabrielle for her scientific zeal and as one of the University of Washington’s 
earliest graduates.



Appendices* 

The Gr iffins

*In chronological order where possible



Arthur Gr iffin

The 1860 Census, two years before Arthur was born.

1880 Census, living with his sister and brother-in-law.




Arthur Gr iffin’s Genealogy



Arthur Gr iffin

Top, circa 1880; Bottom, circa 1886

Densmore Family Collection



Arthur Gr iffin

“Old Settlers,” The News Tribune, April 21, 1904; Photo, Griffin Avenue, 1910, UW Special Collections

“Griffin’s Sunday Britches,” Seattle-Republican, August 4, 1905



The Paumel Family

Photo, Gabrielle’s parents, Emilien and Hortense Paumel, Densmore Family Collection

“Notice of Final Proof,” The Post-Intelligencer, December 9, 1883


Washington Territory Census, 1885; Polk Directory, 1885




Gabrielle Paumel

Photo: Territorial University of Washington, 1880, UW Special Collections

Photo: Faculty with O.B. Johnson, right


Gabrielle Paumel, likely a graduation photo, Densmore Family Collection

“The Teachers’ Institute,” The Post-Intelligencer, August 17, 1888



Arthur gr iffin and Gabrielle Paumel 
1889 - 1892

“Marriage Licenses,” The Seattle Press, May 1, 1889; Wedding Certificate

“Married,” The Post-Intelligencer, May 2, 1889


The Post-Intelligencer, June 17, 1890, and September 21, 1890

Seattle Polk Directory, 1892; Occidental Block/Hotel Seattle, c. 1900; Birch Street, 1891



Deed, 1893



Deed, etc 

Deed, page 2; Queen Anne Hill viewed from south, 1893, UW Special Collections

Real Estate Transfer, The Post-Intelligencer, April 10, 1895; Building Permit Log



Bird’s Eye Map of Seattle, 1891

High Street = Aloha Street; Temperance = Queen Anne Avenue; Kentucky = 1st Avenue North




Bird’s Eye Map of Seattle, 1904



The Gr iffins, 1893-1895

Polk Directory, 1893; Photo, Baker’s Dock

 The Post-Intelligencer


“To Manage The New Wharf,” February 1, 1893; “Davis Case,” July 25, 1893

“Home-Coming Fishermen,” August 2, 1894; “Rainey-Paumel,” August 17, 1894


“Roslyn Damage Suits Settled,” June 21, 1895




Family Portraits 
1890s

Densmore Family Collection



Arthur Gr iffin, 1896-1897

The Seattle Republican, August 22, 1896 (edited for space)

The Post-Intelligencer, August 23, 1896, and October 8, 1897; Polk Directory




The Klondike Gold Rush

“E. Griffin Talks of Dawson Life and Customs,” The Post-Intelligencer, September 18, 1898

“Musk Ox,” Asotin County Sentinel, October 1, 1898


“Mrs. A. Griffin,” The Daily Alaskan, June 20, 1900

Collins Block, circa 1898; Polk Directory, 1897-1898; Seattle Star, April 23, 1937



Judge Gr iffin 
King County Super ior Court, 1900

 The Seattle Republican 
“Men Who Will Be Elected,” October 12, 1900; “Republican Ticket,” August 3, 1900


“Keeping A Store,” November 2, 1900; Oath of Office, December 27, 1900



Judge Gr iffin 
King County Super ior Court, 1904
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The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, May 4, 1904, and November 23, 1904

Seattle Republican, February 10, 1905; Oath of Office, December 19, 1904



Super ior Court Judge Gr iffin 
1900-1905



Miscellaneous Events 
1901-1904

November 1902



Photo, Abel Walter Spalding, 1881 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

“New Residence on Queen Anne For A. W. Spalding,” June 19, 1904

“Building Permits,” February 18, 1905, “Judge Griffin To Build,” February 20, 1905

Architect A. W. Spalding,” February 26, 1905; Seattle Daily Times, March 18, 1905

Abel Walter Spalding, Architect 
1124 1st Avenue north



Building Permit 
1905



1224 1st Avenue North

Top: West-facing side of the home with flagpole (removed) and 2nd story porch. The 
Densmores were told the judge slept on that porch because he liked sleeping outside. The 

porch was later enclosed to create an ensuite bathroom. Photographs undated.

 The Densmore Family Collection



Aerial Photograph, Densmore Family Collection

Bottom: 1937 WPA Photograph, Puget Sound Regional Archives

1224 1st Avenue North



1905 Baist MaP



Super ior Court Judge Gr iffin 
1905-1908



Former Judge Gr iffin 
1909-1918

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 15, 1909

“New Industry Enters Seattle,” The Post-Intelligencer, May 31, 1914


Polk Directory; Photo, Alaska Bldg., 1907, MOHAI

“Native Sons,” Seattle Daily Times, January 5, 1915


“Washington Mutual Savings Bank,” November 26, 1917

“The Plaza Hotel,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, July 11, 1918




Representing the Northwestern 
Federation of American Indians 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
“300 Indians Here Demand Treaty Lands,” March 18, 1923; “Indians Now Bury Hatchet,” 

February 27, 1927; “Indians Invade City For Council Of War,” June 3, 1928

“Heap Big War Dance On 4th,” June 26, 1930


“Indians Willing to Sell City,” Seattle Star, February 5, 1940




Gabrielle Berthe Gr iffin 
1906-1907

Photographs, Densmore Family Collection

Grave, Mountain View Cemetery, Auburn, Washington



Arthur R . Gr iffin 
1908-1920

Broadway High School Sealth, 1908

University of Washington Tyee, 1912 and 1914; Polk Directory, 1916

Photographs: Circa 1917 and 1920s, Densmore Family Collection




Hortense Marie Gr iffin 
1909-circa 1914

Birth Certificate, Ancestry.com 

Photographs: Densmore Family collection




Hortense Gr iffin 
1920s 

Photo, Queen Anne High School Kuay, 1925

Photograph left, 1926, Densmore Family Collection; Queen Anne High School Kuay, 1926


Photograph right, circa 1920s, Densmore Family Collection



The Family Automobile 
1911-1913

License Fee Book, 1911 and 1913; Chalmers Touring Car, 1911 and 1913




SnowBall Fight 

Snowball fight in the backyard, Christmas Card

Densmore Family Collection



Arthur R . Gr iffin and Mae Trenholme 
NOvember 10, 1921

Top Photos

Seattle Daily Times 

September 25, 1921

Seattle Star 

November 19, 1921

Left, November 10, 1921


Above, November 24, 1921



Photograph, Densmore Family Collection

Building Permit , Seattle Union record, March 19, 1924; Polk Directory


Arthur Griffin, Seattle Daily Times, July 29, 1926

 Seattle Daily Times, August 29, 1926

Arthur R . Gr iffin 
1920s 



Arthur and Mae’s Twin sons 
1929 

Arthur and Gabrielle holding Arthur and Trenholme.  They were born on January 28, 1929.



In Memoriam 
Arthur Roussell Gr iffin 

1890-1930

Death Certificate

Seattle Daily Times, July 7, 1930; Seattle Star, July 7, 1930; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, July 8, 1930



Photograph, Wedding day, June 12, 1931, Hortense standing at the bottom of the main staircase. 
Densmore Family Collection 


Marriage Certificate; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, June 20, 1931


Hortense Gr iffin and William Lanphere 
 June 12, 1931



In Memoriam 
Emilien Paumel 

1842-1933

Seattle Daily Times, January 5, 1933



Collecting Beetles



Gabrielle falls into Puget Sound 
September 12, 1935 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer and The Seattle Daily Times 
September 13, 1935



In Memoriam 
Gabrielle Gr iffin 

1870-1935

Photo: Gabrielle, probably standing in the open-air porch on the SW corner of the house. The 
Densmores glassed in that porch in the 1980s or early 1990s. Densmore Family Collection


Seattle Daily Times, September 26, 1935, and September 27, 1935

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, September 27, 1935



Arthur E. Gr iffin 
Hortense Lanphere 

1937-1945 

Arthur: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 2, 1938, and December 21, 1938

Seattle Daily Times, August 12, 1945 


Hortense: “1,884,” Seattle Daily Times, June 13, 1937

”Fish Hatchery,” The Times Standard, April 3, 1939


Hatchery Biology,” Humboldt Times, January 25, 1940




Deed 
1946



In Memoriam 
Arthur E. Gr iffin 

1862-1947

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, December 27, 1947; December 28, 1947

Seattle Daily Times, December 28, 1947


Seattle Post-Intelligencer, December 30, 1947



Hortense Lanphere

“An Honorary Membership,” The Times Standard, March 3, 1956

William Lanphere’s obituary, The Sacramento Bee, March 19, 1970

“Hidden Dunes,” The San Francisco Examiner, September 7, 1986



In Memoriam 
Arthur Gr iffin and J. trenholme Gr iffin

Top Photograph, Densmore Family Collection



Miscellaneous Photographs 
Densmore Family Collection

Judge Griffin telling a bear story to the Superior Court Judges.

Judge Griffin is third from the right.



Miscellaneous Photographs 
Densmore Family Collection

Arthur and Gabrielle in the library.

circa 1930s



Top: Arthur E. Griffin with twin grandsons, Arthur and Trenholme

Left: Mae Griffin with Janet, Ruth, and twins

Right: Arthur E. Griffin, Mae Griffin, and twins


Miscellaneous Photographs 
Densmore Family Collection



Judge Griffin hunting elk. This photo was found behind the built-in library shelves.

A wallpaper scrap, possibly from the library.


Miscellaneous Photographs 
Densmore Family Collection
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Abel Walter Spalding 

Architect



A. Walter Spalding

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
“Makes Trip To East,” December 27, 1903; “Architect,” February 3, 1905


“Eagles Hall,” April 2, 1905; “Alki Point Natatorium,” May 28, 1905

“Architects Elect Board Of Officers,” December 17, 1905


Obituaries: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, September 11, 1919; San Francisco Bulletin, August 25, 1919




A. W. Spalding 
Commissions, 1904-1906 



A. W. Spalding 
Commissions 1905-1906 
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More of Spalding’s portfolio can be found on dahp.wa.gov.

A. W. Spalding 
Commission 1906 



Appendices 

Landowners 

1883-1887



McCallister to Van Brocklin “Real Estate Transfers,” The Post-Intelligencer, January 30, 1883

E. W. Holmes POA to Geo. H. Johnson, March 13, 1883

Van Brocklin to Geo. H. Johnson et al, March 20, 1883


“Real Estate Transfers,” grantors are Holmes and Johnson, August 15, 1883

Holmes Back Taxes, The Seattle Press, May 19, 1887

Real Estate Transfers 
Lots 3 and 4, Block C 

Van Brocklin’s Addition 
1883-1887



Street names: Lincoln Avenue, before it became Kentucky Street, then 1st Avenue North.

View Street became Highland Drive, and Benjamin Street became Lee Street


Polk Directory, 1892


John W. Van Brocklin 
Plat Map 



In memoriam 
John W. Van Brocklin 

1837-1900

The Post-Intelligencer 
March 18, 1900 and March 20, 1900



Geo. H. Johnson 

The Post-Intelligencer 
“Removal Of A Town,” April 18, 1882; “Resigned—Appointed,” December 21, 1882


“Steamer Travel,” January 5, 1883; “Pacific Coast Steamship Company,” August 18, 1893

“For The Canadian Pacific,” September 26, 1884



Captain Edwin W. Holmes 

The Post-Intelligencer, September 11, 1881, and April 18, 1883 
The Seattle Daily Press, August 18, 1888, SS Umatilla, undated


“Captain Holmes Retired,” The Post-Intelligencer, October 19, 1893





In Memoriam 
Edwin W. Holmes 

The Post-Intelligencer, January 14, 1898; Tacoma Tribune, January 14, 1898

Grave, Lake View Cemetery, Seattle



Appendices 
U.S. Census, 1900-1950 

Maps 

Queen Anne News 

Property Record Card



1900 U.S. Census 
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1950 U.S. Census 



1908 Baist Map 



1912 Baist Map 



Sanborn Insurance Map 
1917 



Side Sewer Map 



Queen Anne News 
1978



Property Record Card 
1937-1972 



Barbara Manning
seattlehousehistories.com
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