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Chain of Ownership

1907
Hunter Tract Improvement Company 

1914
Emma C. L. Dailey

1941
Era May Frey and Ina Bell Greusel

1943
John M. Hutchinson and Patricia Hutchinson

1944
Patricia Hutchinson

1945
Victor J. Haus and Jessie V. Haus

1968
Richard Walter Fiddler and Mary Lapham Fiddler

1984
Grant S. Wanlass  and Derron L. Peterson

1996
Gregory D. James

2005
Michael Harrington and Monica M. Harrington

2014
Peter J. DeLuca and Wendy W. DeLuca



After two decades of wheeling and dealing in Omaha, Nebraska, Henry Franklin 
Dailey, a soldier, rancher, farmer, travel agent, accountant, and most of all, a 
real estate man, moved to Seattle with his wife, Emma C. L. (Totten) Dailey in 

1912.   Their first entry in Seattle’s directory revealed his latest endeavor as a building 
contractor.   Henry and Emma bought land in Mount Baker, one of Seattle's premier 
developments, and built four significant homes.  The last home, a grand Craftsman with 
Tudor Revival features at 3804 South McClellan Street, was the home Henry and Emma 
lived in for almost 25 years.   After a lifetime of moving from place to place, they 
embraced this home and their community; Henry was president of the Mount Baker 
Improvement Club throughout the 1920s.

Henry and Emma came from humble beginnings.   He was the seventh of at least nine 
children, born to farmers on June 26, 1861, in Pennington Point, Illinois.   By 1880, the 
family was farming in Seward, Nebraska.   It was only 75 miles from Omaha where 
Henry began his foray into accounting and real estate.   His success led to investments 
such as ranching in Omaha and wheat farming in British Columbia.   In 1898, he, 
alongside U.S. and Filipino soldiers, fought in the Spanish-American in the Philippines.  
Henry capitalized on that experience by overseeing the creation of a Philippine Village 
for The Greater America Exposition, a world's fair held in Omaha in 1899. 

Emma (Totten) Jones lived in Seward, Nebraska, too.   She was born around 1865 in 
Illinois, and she, a brother, and their mother moved to Seward in 1887, where her 
mother worked as a housekeeper.   In 1894, Emma married banker and future president 
of Jones National Bank Harry T. Jones, but they divorced in 1901. (The “palatial 
mansion” he built and furnished before their wedding is on the National Register.) 
Henry was also divorced; he was married to Nellie Coots from 1889 to 1898.

Henry and Emma were married in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 1, 1902.   Neither had 
children. By 1908, Henry was weary of Omaha; the Omaha Daily News detailed his 
complaints: 

Omaha has dirtier streets, rottener pavements and more weeds that any 
city within 500 miles of here. If the [Real Estate] exchange will set to work 
to improve these conditions, instead of shutting up and sitting back for 
fear of attracting attention to the unfavorable features, it will do more 

The First Homeowners 
Henry and Emma Dailey



good for Omaha than all the pretty pictures and printed literature you can 
send out.

One year later, Henry accepted a secretarial position at the Estevan Coal and Brick 
Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and by June 1912, the couple had moved to 
Seattle.  The Seattle Daily Times reported: 

Mr. Dailey is a recent arrival from Omaha, Neb., where he was engaged in 
the real estate business. After a tour of the Northwest on which he visited 
Portland, Tacoma, Victoria and Vancouver, B. C., he concluded that 
opportunities afforded by Seattle were greater than in any other city. 

Between 1912 and 1915, Emma purchased lots in Mount Baker, and Henry designed and 
built three homes: 2623 Mount Saint Helens Place South, built in 1913; 2706 Mount Saint 
Helens Place South, built in 1914; and 3704 South Ridgeway Place, built in 1915.  Finally, 
in August 1915, Emma purchased Lots 4 and 5 in Block 52 of Mount Baker Park 
Addition from the Hunter Tract Improvement Company.  

On October 7, 1915, Henry applied for a permit to build a two-story residence, expected 
to cost $5,000.  Two weeks later, workers were pouring concrete for the basement walls.  
In November, the first story was raised, then the second, and at the end of the month, 
the rafters.   By New Year’s Eve, the chimneys were ok’d to plaster.   January involved 
installing the heating system, lathing the walls, and building the hearth.   The home, 
given the address 3804 McClellan Street, passed its final inspection on April 12, 1916.  
(“South” was added in 1961.)

Henry served as president of the Mount Baker Improvement Club from at least 1920 to 
1929.   He advocated for sensible taxation and diverting sewage from Lake Washington, 
and in 1926, he started a community Christmas tree campaign which ignited a 
movement where neighbors began decorating their own outdoor trees.  The Seattle Daily 
Times announced:

[The Christmas tree] is seventy feet high, illuminated by more than 400 
colored electric lights, and topped by a star containing thirty white lights.  
It can be seen from all parts of the neighborhood…So successful has the 
community program been on Mount Baker that Mr. Dailey predicts that 
there will be 200 homes decorated on the hilltop in 1927. He expects a total 
of thirty or more to be decorated in time for Christmas Eve this year.



This special home sheltered Henry and Emma through the Spanish flu pandemic; World 
War I and its economic aftermath and the subsequent rise of authoritarian regimes; 
Prohibition; the stock market crash in 1929; and the Great Depression. They lived 
through presidential administrations from Woodrow Wilson to Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, and they witnessed the radical cultural changes and inventions of the 
Roaring Twenties and the 1930s with its Golden Age of Hollywood. (Henry and Emma, 
however, did not own a radio, according to the 1930 census.)

Henry and Emma lived at 3804 South McClellan Street for the rest of their days; Henry 
died in 1935 and Emma in 1941. Their estate was left to Emma’s two nieces, who sold 
the home to John and Patricia Hutchinson in 1943. Subsequent owners have added their 
own chapters, but this grand Craftsman stands as a tribute to its builders, Henry and 
Emma Dailey.
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Henry Franklin Dailey 
Nebraska, 1880-1901

The Omaha Evening Bee, April 30, 1898



Emma C. L. (Totten) Jones 
Seward, Nebraska 

1887-1901



Henry F. Dailey and Emma C. L. Dailey



Henry F. Dailey 
1903-1910

3017 Pacific Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska



Seattle 
1912-1915

Seattle Daily Times (published as The Seattle Sunday Times.) - April 6, 1913 - page 60

April 6, 1913 | Seattle Daily Times (published as The Seattle Sunday Times.) | Seattle, Washington | Page 60

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

Seattle Daily Times, June 2, 1912 and April 6, 1913




Seattle Property Record 
June 16, 1914



Building Permit



2623 Mount Saint Helens Place South

Built in 1913.

Four Dailey Homes 
1913-1916

2706 Mount Saint Helens Place South

Built in 1914.

Photograph 1

2704 Ridgeway Place 
Built by Dailey in 1915.

Photograph 2

3804 McClellan Street It 
is described as “Spanish 
in design” and costing 
$25,000. (The permit 
estimate was $5,000.)



3804 South McClellan Street 
1916

Sanborn Insurance Map and close-up, 1916

Polk Directory, 1916



Seattle Daily Times (published as The Seattle Sunday Times.) - March 18, 1917 - page 13
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Advertisement



Mount Baker Improvement Club 
1920-1929



In Memoriam

Mary A, Bond, Emma’s mother: Blue Valley Blade, Seward, Nebraska, January 23, 1907

Henry F. Dailey: Seattle Daily Times, April 21, 1935, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, April 21, 1935


Emma C. L. Dailey: Seattle Daily Times, February 15, 1941, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, March 29, 1941



1920-1950 U. S. Census



Hunter Tract Improvement Company  
Plat Map, 1907



City of Seattle 
Side Sewer Map



Property Record Card, 1937-1972
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