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Chain of Ownership

1906 
Lewis Schwager and Leslie (Oberg) Schwager 

1946 
Granville Egan and Rosalie Egan 

1959 
John F. Solon and Olite S. Solon 

1993  
David F. Dreis and Ann B. Dreis 

2000 
Barbara A. Isenhour 

2001  
James E. Degel and Jeanne E. Berwick 

2022 
Jinyoung Daniel Gwak and Danielle Marie Quinn



Premier architects James Schack & Daniel Huntington were anticipating the 
opening of their lucrative commission, the First Methodist Church, now on the 
U.S National Register of Historic Places, when Lewis and Leslie Schwager 

approached them to design a home befitting their own success.   Lewis’s trajectory 
seemed improbable; he was the 11th child of Swiss immigrants, a shoemaker and a 
homemaker.  But Lewis went on to earn a law degree from the University of Minnesota 
in 1895, and in 1901, he moved to Seattle with classmate Walter Nettleton.   Lewis soon 
quit practicing law and seized upon opportunities in the lumber industry.   That year, 
Lewis and Walter opened lumber wholesaler Schwager & Nettleton, and within a few 
years, they had become veritable lumber barons. 

Lewis was born in Norton, Minnesota, on December 27, 1869.   While attending the 
University of Minnesota, he played football, a lifelong passion that would later shift to 
the University of Washington’s football program.   Lewis started a law practice, 
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Rockwood & Schwager, in Minneapolis, and hired a stenographer who would become 
his future wife, Leslie Oberg. 

Leslie, whose nickname was Lolie, was born in 1879 in River Falls, Wisconsin, and by 
1897, she was living on her own in Minneapolis.   She was a member of the YWCA 
Rowing Club and playing the new sport, “basket ball.”   In 1899, she entered a 
stenographer popularity contest sponsored by the Minneapolis Journal with a $500 piano 
as the top prize.  Wagonloads of votes were cast — Leslie didn’t come close to winning, 
but she did receive 246 votes, surely many from Lewis.   After he moved to Seattle in 
1901, the two met in Spokane and married on July 2, 1901.  They welcomed Helen 
Louise in 1903 and Lewis Jr. in 1906. 

Lewis’s second love was Husky football, and he was credited with bringing Gil Dobie, 
the University of Washington’s winningest coach, to Seattle.  Gil played football at the 
University of Minnesota, was assistant coach there, and then head coach in North 
Dakota.  Lewis recognized his skill and paved the way for Dobie to nab the Huskies’ 
head coaching job in 1908.  The team boasted a 58–0–3 record and a 40-game winning 
streak, the second longest in NCAA history.   

Lewis’s company, Schwager & Nettleton, got their foothold by purchasing lumber and 
shingles from many western Washington sawmills and wholesaling them worldwide.  
Business boomed. Lewis and Walter then purchased a lumber mill in Skagit County, 
and by 1910, had built a large mill in West Seattle, located in today’s Jack Block Park.  

In January 1906, Leslie purchased Lots 17 and 18 in Block 41 of Capitol Hill’s 6th 
Division, and in September 1908, Schack & Huntington submitted plans for a 2-story 
residence that would become 943 22nd Avenue East.   It was to measure 36’ x 52’ and 
cost $9,000 to build.   

James Hansen Schack studied architecture in Chicago before moving to Seattle.  In 1904, 
he designed the Anson Burwell residence on Capitol Hill at 709 14th Avenue East that is 
on the historical survey of Seattle neighborhoods and in the nomination process of 
becoming a Seattle landmark.  

Schack teamed up with Daniel Riggs Huntington between 1907 and 1909.  He was born 
in Newark, New Jersey, in 1871 and spent his early life in New York City.  He attended 
Columbia Grammar School, a prep school for Columbia University.   Huntington 
bounced between Denver and New York City before moving to Seattle in 1905.   



Besides their commission for the First Methodist Church on 5th And Marion, now 
called Daniels Recital Hall, Schack & Huntington were hired by Andrew Hemrich, the 
owner of Rainier Brewery, to design his home at 2107 21st Avenue East.   Other 
commissions included: Seattle’s first Arctic Club, a space for veterans of the Klondike 
Gold Rush, at 509 3rd Avenue, now the Morrison Hotel; the Mines/Oriental Building, 
one of the key buildings at the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition; and the De La 
Mar Apartments, a Seattle landmark on the Register of National Historic Places.   After 
their partnership dissolved, Huntington designed the Shumway Mansion in Kirkland 
and in collaboration with Carl F. Gould, the Sanitary Public Market.   He later formed 
Schack, Young and Myers, a prolific local firm of the 1920s. 

Lewis and Leslie lived in their home for the rest of their lives.  They hosted many social 
events there, and at the Seattle Tennis Club the Seattle Golf Club, of which they were 
charter members. Lewis retired in 1919, and while he was known as a lumberman, it 
was his passion for football that people remembered most.  For 42 years, he never 
missed a home game. 



Appendices



Lewis Schwager

Lewis’s father, “Alois “Schweiger,” Ship Manifest, 1845

“University Football Team,” Minneapolis Daily News, October 8, 1893
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The Minneapolis Journal 
July 28, 1900 and April 12, 1901
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Marriage Record, 1901

The Minneapolis Journal, July 1, 1901

The Spokesman-Review, July 3, 1901




 Leslie Schwager 
the Most popular Stenographer contest   

& the piano 

Minneapolis Daily Times, October 15, 1899

Seattle Daily Times, December 16, 1906



Schwager & Nettleton

“Buy Mill in Skagit County,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, April 5, 1906

“New Incorporations,” Seattle Daily Times, April 3, 1906


Photographs, Schwager & Nettleton Mill, West Seattle, 1913, UW Special Collections



943 22nd Avenue East

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 9, 1906

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, September 12, 1908


Pacific Builder and Engineer, Volume 6, No. 38, P. 16, September 19, 1908

Polk Directory, 1910 (Alvin is Lewis’s nephew.)




Baist Map, 1912
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Lewis Schwager

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, “Minnesota Alumni,” February 23, 1908 

Seattle Daily Times, “Alumni To Banquet,” December 6, 1912


Seattle Post-Intelligencer, “Stolen Car,” April 20, 1917; Seattle Daily Times, “Oath,” January 10, 1918

Seattle Daily Times, “Anniversary,” November 29, 1920;  “Golf,” August 27, 1922




 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer - January 3, 1943 - page 24
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Lewis Schwager, Husky Fan
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Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
“Dobies Start,” January 22, 1933; “Booster,”January 8, 1933


“The Morning After,” October 5, 1939; “Invitation,” November 20, 1935 

“The Timer,” November 15, 1940; “The Old Timer,” January 3, 1943




Social Events

Social events, 1919-1922

“Miss Schwager Weds Army Officer,” Seattle Daily Times, June 6, 1926



In Memoriam 
Lewis Schwager 

1869-1945

Seattle Daily Times and Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
April 17, 1945


(An obituary could not be found for Leslie Schwager, who died in 1946.)
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Photos: James Hansen Schack and Daniel Riggs Huntington, circa 1915, UW Special Collections

“Church,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, February 17, 1907; Photo, circa 1912
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The Mines/Oriental Building, A-Y-P Exposition, 1909 

Arctic Club Building, postcard circa 1909 & photo 1916, Wikimedia


De La Mar Apartments, Seattle Daily Times, February 15, 1910
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