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engineer at the Seattle Electric Company and 
Seattle City Railway before opening his own 
machine shop, J.C. Biegert Machine Works, in 
1902. In 1909, he built a new home for his shop at 
2910 1st Avenue South, which still stands today. 
Cornelia attended Whitworth College in Spokane 
in 1907 and 1908.

Victor Kozlowski was also a machinist at Seattle 
Electric Company, making him a perfect addition 
to the Biegert family.  He and Cornelia married on 
April 20, 1910, and soon changed their last name 
to Kay.  Victor became foreman and vice-president 
of Biegert Machine Works, while Cornelia was its 
longtime secretary. When Victor became president 
in 1926, the Kays commissioned Garland & 
Fitzgerald to build their dream home at 2615 
Mount Saint Helens Place South in Mount Baker.  
This neighborhood reflected their success and was 
one of Seattle’s earliest planned residential 
communities, where nature integrated with 
residential lots, streets, boulevards, and parks. 
Neighborhood homes, primarily built between 
1905 and 1929, reflected a range of architectural 
styles and were designed by many prominent 
builders and architects. 

Victor and Cornelia Kay were proprietors of 
J.C. Biegert Machine Works, a company that 
contributed to Seattle’s industrial landscape 

and operated during a critical period of civic growth.  
As children of notable Washington Territory 
pioneers, one or both witnessed Seattle’s rapid 
industrialization and unforgettable events: the Great 
Seattle Fire, the Klondike Gold Rush, and the 1909 
World’s Fair. 

Victor’s father, Wladyslaw Von Kozlowski (later 
William Kozlowski), immigrated from Prussia to 
Washington Territory in the early 1860s.  He returned 
to Prussia to marry Victor’s mother, Augusta, in 1875, 
after which they returned to Seattle. They invested in 
land, and he was involved in the lumber trade. Victor 
was born in 1882 when Seattle’s population was only 
3,500.  The Kozlowski family papers are held at 
MOHAI and include a circa 1878 photo showing the 
family posing on the front steps of their home at 523 
Columbia Street.

Cornelia’s parents were Joseph Biegert, an immigrant 
from Germany, and Josephine Bomm, of German 
descent and born in Ohio. They married in Seattle in 
1887 and welcomed Cornelia in 1891.  Joseph was an 



Chain of Ownership
1907 

Hunter Tract Improvement Company 

1908 
T. P. Lindsay 

1910 
Frank G. Dewar 

1914 
Alfred M. Rhoads and Elizabeth M. Rhoads 

1926 
Victor Kay and Cornelia Kay 

1944 
Joseph M. Glantz and Fanny Glantz 

1951 
Arthur Michelson and Rose Michelson 

1951 
John A. Kahl and Irene M. Kahl 

1952 
Charles D. Harlow and Grace B. Harlow 

1955 
John A. Kraski and Helen Kraski 

1976 
Jay D. Reynolds and Shirley M. Reynolds 

1978 
Albert Jeffrey Berger and Marilyn Joan Berger 

1980 
John Epler and Jean Epler



Victor and Cornelia Kay

Kozlowski family, 523 Columbia Street, circa 1878, Victor, front left, MOHAI; Polk Directory advertisement, 1902 
Marriage Certificate, 1910; Building Permit, 1926; Polk Directory, 1926 
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Garland and Fitzgerald built the 
stately home at 2615 Mount Saint 
Helens Place South in 1926, and it 

features quintessential Georgian Revival 
elements: a symmetrical brick facade, 
sash windows, a hipped roof, and a 
prominent front door flanked by side 
lights. Above, three blind dormers 
maintain the rhythmic, balanced aesthetic 
while creating the il lusion of an 
additional third floor.

This carpenter/contractor duo partnered 
from about 1922 to 1926.  Several of their 
Colonial Revival residences are listed as 
“Historical Sites” on seattle.gov, and some 
were gleaned from newspaper archives, 
including: 2737 33rd Avenue; 2812 32nd 
Avenue South; 3319 37th Avenue; 3017 
Cascadia Avenue; and 2808 33rd Avenue 
South. (Garland & Fitzgerald also 
reconfigured the attic at 2706 Mt. St. 
Helens and did renovations at 2647 
Cascadia Avenue.)  On April 20, 1924, The 
Seattle Daily Times named Garland & 
Fitzgerald as the builders of the Fremont 
Baptist Church at 717 North 36th Street.  
Designed in an Italian Renaissance style, 
the brick church remains a beloved 
neighborhood landmark.  

Harmon Garland, the son of a carpenter, 
was born in 1870 in New Brunswick, 
Canada.  He moved to Seattle around 
1907. David Arthur Fitzgerald, the son of 
a contractor, was born in 1871 in Junction 
City, Kansas. He moved to Seattle around 
1918.

Fremont Baptist Church 
Seattle Daily Times 
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