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The Jessie Fremont Estep House



Jessie Estep was a Seattle pioneer and savvy capitalist who, at 56-years-old and after living in 
Seattle for 22 years, purchased her first and only home at 1824 24th Avenue East.   It was 
designed and built by a prolific Seattle architect, Frank H. Perkins.  Jessie, as an early member of 
the Christian Scientist Church, and later a faith healer, this home’s fine Arts & Crafts finishes 
would represent her success without being ostentatious.   Her well appointed bungalow would 
fulfill its purpose of offering her comfort as she aged.

Jessie was born on January 30, 1855 in Paris, Ohio, but was raised in Champaign County, 
Illinois.  She was the ninth of ten children born to Isaiah and Sevilla Estep.  Maybe Jessie’s good 
business sense ran in the family; her father was a well-known blacksmith and had a successful 
wagon and carriage business.   Her college education couldn’t have hurt either.   Jessie earned a 
degree in Domestic Science from the University of Illinois in 1878.   The Domestic Science 
department’s objective was formative: “It is the aim of the School to give to earnest and capable 
young women an education...making them the equals of their educated husbands and associates, 
and enabling them to bring the aids of science and culture to the all-important labors and 
vocations of womanhood.”

A year after she graduated, Jessie’s brother, Harvey, moved to Washington Territory, and by the 
early 1880s, other siblings visited and some stayed.   Isaiah went to see the place for himself in 
1884.   It must have made a good impression—in 1888, he sold the family home and business in 
Champaign County, and he, Savilla, Jessie, and a contingent of other Champaign families moved 
to Seattle.   They all arrived in March 1889, just in time to witness the Great Seattle Fire that 
June.

Isaiah, Savilla, and Jessie settled on Queen Anne Hill, building one of the first homes on 
Highland Drive.  In 1893, the elder Esteps’ 54th wedding anniversary also served as a 
Champaign reunion.   Many had made a mark on the city.   The Lillys and Bogarduses had a 
successful hay and grain business, and Judge J.W. Langley had a town on Whidbey Island named 
after him.  

The First Homeowner 
Jessie Fremont Estep



Jessie’s life changed after Isaiah passed away in 1899 and Savilla in 1901.   She boarded for 
several years in a home on 6th and Columbia, and it was no surprise that her home was next to 
Seattle’s First Christian Scientist Church.   One year before moving to Seattle, Jessie was one of 
hundreds of women who attended a Christian Scientist convention in Chicago where the founder 
Mary Baker Eddy spoke.   Eddy was controversial for her healing beliefs, but also for espousing 
that spiritual equality between men and women must have political and social impact.   The 
spiritual movement attracted many female followers and many held leadership roles.

These beliefs resonated with Jessie; she was a believer for life.  Between at least 1904 and 1908, 
she worked at the Christian Science Book and Art Room in the newly-built Alaska Building 
downtown.  The 1906 Polk Directory listed her under “Art Dealers.”   

Besides working (likely volunteering) in the Book and Art Room, Jessie was booking boat 
excursions on a “high-class launch” called the “Colad” in 1904.  But it was her keen investments 
in stock and land that paid off.  Jessie bought and sold many properties; her earliest property may 
have been in 1892 when she applied for a land patent.   The Seattle Daily Times wrote in 1925:  
“Through extensive investments in real estate during her forty-five years here, she was closely 
identified with the progress of the city.”  

In 1911, after a three-month excursion with friends to southern California, Jessie looked forward 
to purchasing her first home.   Now she could experience one of her alma mater's proclamations: 
“No industry is more important than human happiness and well-being than that which makes the 
home.”  She found the perfect home on Lots 13 and 14 in Block 7 of H.S. Turner’s Park Addition 
at 1824 24th Avenue North (now East).  

On July 6, 1911, Jessie Estep purchased the home from the its architect and builder, Frank H. 
Perkins.  He specialized in designing homes, apartments, and hotels.   Probably his most famous 
building was the Convent of the Sacred Heart or Forest Ridge Convent, now the landmarked 
Seattle Hebrew Academy at 1617 Interlaken Street.   Some of Perkins’s portfolio included:   the 
Harrison Apartments at 322 10th Avenue East; the Rex Apartments at 657 South King Street; the 
La Crosse Apartments on East Thomas Street and Malden Street; and the homes at 2322 Federal 
Avenue East and 2105 Highland Drive East.  

According to Shared Walls:   “‘The April 2, 1904 edition of the Seattle News-Letter ‘Seattle’s 
Society Paper’ stated that ‘Mr. F.H. Perkins was attracted to Seattle a little more than a year ago 
from southern California, where for five years prior to coming here he was architect and 
superintendent for practically all of Senator W.A. Clark’s work in California and Arizona.’”  
Before leaving Los Angeles in 1887, he had lived and worked in St. Louis for fifteen years.   He 
was slowly making his way west from New York, where he was born February 19, 1850, had 
attended school, and served an apprenticeship.’”  Shaping Seattle Architecture stated Perkins also 
worked in Salt Lake City in the 1890s and between 1909 and 1919, he built more than 200 
speculative homes for H.S. Turner & Company in Seattle.   Frank H. Perkins passed away in 
1929.

In February 1912, a large photograph of Jessie’s stunning Craftsman home was featured among 
several recently built homes in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.   The caption, “Residence erected 



by Miss J. Estep,” suggested Jessie may have been involved in the building process and chosen 
some or all of the home’s Craftsman elements.

Jessie supplemented her income by offering rooms to renters: a widow, Ada Vreeland, in 1913; 
Mrs. Margaret Donovan in 1914; Edward and Lillian Harding in 1915; Virginia Wiestling and a 
widow, Mrs. Mary Rainey, in 1917; Mary Rainey again, and likely her daughter, Sarah Rainey, a 
stenographer, in 1919; and Everett and Alvelde Clark and their daughter, Julia, in 1920.

The 1920 Census and the 1920 to 1922 Polk Directories revealed Jessie was a Christian Science 
“Practitioner” with an office at 303 Haight Building on 2nd Avenue and Pine Street.   A 
practitioner is a title given to Christian Scientists engaged in full-time faith healing.   (The 1923 
directory is missing, and in 1924, she was not listed.)

A fellow practitioner, Mrs. Alice Platt, lived in Jessie’s home from 1920 to 1925, and from 1920 
to 1924, she also worked at 303 Haight.   But in 1924, Alice Platt’s business listing changed to 
1824 24th Ave East.   It is possible Jessie and Alice began practicing faith healing from home, 
and the numbered rooms found in the basement today date from this era,   then functioning as 
spiritual treatment rooms for patients with physical, mental, and financial ailments.   On January 
13, 1923, the Seattle Daily Times wrote:   “There is no effort on the part of the practitioner to 
“control” his patient mentally.   On the contrary, his effort is to convince the patient that there is 
in reality but one controlling influence or power--that of divine Mind.”  

Newspapers shed more light on who Jessie Estep was.   She was community minded; in 1906, 
Jessie sold subscriptions for the upcoming and highly anticipated Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition.   She loved animals and had a lifetime membership with the Humane Society.   She 
supported the University of Washington when they were raising money for a new stadium in 
1920.   She loved music and was a season ticket holder of the Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra.  
And she also loved roses and must have cultivated a garden in her yard; in 1916, she entered the 
Interlaken Rose Show competition and won “best decorated car” in a parade that toured 
downtown Seattle.

Jessie Estep seemed ahead of her time as a well educated, single-for-life businesswoman living 
in turn-of-the-century America.   She was rich, both in money and in faith.   But in June 1925, 
Jessie passed away of heart failure.   She left an estate worth $150,000, 16% of which the 
Christian Scientist Church and Jessie’s last remaining brother wrestled over.   The Craftsman at 
1824 24th Avenue East stands as a monument to her life; it was her physical and spiritual haven.  
Jessie must have felt the same way about her beloved home as Mary Baker Eddy did about hers: 
“The strongest tie I’ve ever had, apart from love of God, has been my love of home.” 



 

Champaign County, Illinois

Champaign County Gazette 
11 Jun 1873    25 Nov 1888

12 Feb 1879    20 Mar 1889

21 Nov 1884    23 Feb 1889 

21 Jun 1888   ——————


Isaiah and Savilla Estep



University of Illinois 
1878
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Seattle 
1892-1901 

Seattle Star, 12 Feb 1892

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 7 May 1893

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 28 Feb 1901




Seattle 
1904-1911

Seattle Daily Times 
26 Jun 1904

24 Jan 1911
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1824 24th Avenue North

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 12 Feb 1912

Polk Directory, 1912


Seattle Side Sewer Card
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H.S. Turner Addition 

Baist Map, 1912 (pink signifies brick dwelling)

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 4 Dec 1910



U.S. Census and Polk Directory 

Haight Building

2nd Avenue & Pine Street


1912
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Jessie Fremont Estep 
In Memoriam

Seattle Daily Times, 30 Jun 1925

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 5 Jul 1925


Lake View Cemetery

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 11 Apr 1928



Frank H. Perkins 
1910 Building Permit



Frank H. Perkins, Architect 
1850-1929
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Seattle Daily Times, 2 May 1909 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 11 Nov 1909

Right: Seattle Daily Times, 13 Feb 1909

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 30 Nov 1911
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