
 

A history of  

1503 8th Avenue West 

Seattle, Washington

By Barbara Manning



Chain of Ownership

1881 ~ Nels B. Peterson 

1882 ~ Nicholas H. Brasen 

1887 February ~ L.H. Griffith 

 1887 September ~ S.P. Scofield 

1888 ~ J.B. and Nancy Pressey 

1895 ~ Edith M. Reed 

1899 ~ Estella R Dalton 

1902 ~ Clark W. Sprague 

1906 ~ J.M. Sparkman 

1907 ~ Jessamine Quigley 

1923 ~ Edgar H. (Christy) Thomas 

1925 ~ Louis Boynton, Administrator 

1936 ~ Grant and Mary Ellen Shager 

1937 ~ Andrew and Amelia Gunderson 

1950 ~ Arthur A. and Zella J. Ballard 

1951 ~ Ira J. and Ada I. Isaacs 

1957 ~ Louis a. and Marion T. Lenertz 

1971 ~ James Arnold Maxwell and wife 

1975 ~ Bernard Mittelman 

2001 ~ S2 Investments 

2002 ~ Keith Rowe and Anne Stover 

2020 ~         



 

The beautiful Seattle Box style home at 1503 8th Avenue West was designed by that style's 
creator himself, Victor W. Voorhees.  It was built in 1907, the same year Voorhees published his 
first plan book, Western Home Builder.  In the book, design no. 91 introduced his signature 
design, but the home at 1503 wasn’t a pure version—rather, it reflected elements probably 
requested by the couple who commissioned the home:  Andrew and Jessamine Quigley.

Andrew Quigley was born in Dryfesdale, Dumfries-shire, Scotland, on November 3, 1861, to 
Thomas Quigley and Janet (Jardine) Quigley.  He was the second of three children, sandwiched 
between two sisters.  His father was a railway porter who passed away just weeks before the 
birth of his little sister in 1863.  Andrew's mother was able to raise her toddlers and infant with 
the help of her family who lived nearby, and from the money she earned from dressmaking.  
Scotland’s 1871 census showed 9-year-old Andrew was attending school; he was a “scholar.”  
By 1881, they were living in Glasgow, where Andrew was a clerk and his mother and a sister 
were dressmakers.  Despite the work, Andrew sought a better life in the United States.  Around 
1884 or 1887, he left Scotland and was living in Cook County, Illinois. 

Andrew's future wife, Jessamine Green, was born on March 30, 1870, to Francis Green and 
Alice (Howland) Green.  They were farmers in Great Valley, Cattaraugus County, New York, 
tilling the soil just as their ancestors had for generations in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.  
Jessamine was the oldest of six children, and waited until she was six-years-old to welcome her 
one and only sister, Mary.  

At some point, Jessamine and Andrew’s paths crossed, and they were smitten.  They were 
married on April 28, 1892, in Cook County, Illinois.  Andrew and Jessamine soon moved to 
Hammond, Indiana, a growing town 30 miles south of Chicago where Jessamine’s sister, Mary, 
and her husband, would also live.  The following year, on June 3, 1893, Jessamine and Andrew 
welcomed Kenneth Richard, and on July 20, 1900, another son, Alan Greene.  

The First Homeowners 

Andrew Jardine Quigley and Jessamine Maud (Green) Quigley



Andrew’s career was first mentioned in the Chicago Tribune in 1896.  He was the chief 
accountant for Hammond’s large meatpacking outfit, G.H. Hammond Packing Company.  When 
the Economic Panic of 1893 was threatening the company’s balance sheet, Quigley was the 
chosen messenger to relay the news of a temporary 10-20% pay cut.

In 1906, Jessamine made several trips to Chicago to investigate an idea she had regarding 
organizing a club for local housewives.  She visited the Armour Institute, a school affiliated with 
the Chicago School of Arts and Sciences.  Her idea was to enroll one woman who could "share 
her classroom knowledge in Hammond by getting notes and the necessary reading matter, and 
redemonstrate the lectures.”  In October, the Domestic Science Club was born and the first term 
was held in the Quigley home.  The club was “for the purpose of studying scientific methods of 
housekeeping, especially scientific cooking.”  The Times reported, “This was the first time a club 
has been organized in Hammond for the study of this most important subject...The meetings 
were a success from the very start.  Not only were delicious soups, light bread, appetizing 
salads and pies better than mother used to make, the result; but with something to occupy their 
minds other than the light society gossip of the day, the meetings came to be delightful social 
affairs...” 

In January 1907, the Times shared,  “Hammond housewives have the cooking fever and to 
prove that this is no idle dream there have been three new Domestic Science clubs organized 
since Jan. 1, the sole object of each being the concocting of palatable delicacies and 
substantials to please the inner man.”  The “pioneers" of the scientific "movement” credited the 
club’s success to providing university training without a large expenditure of time or money.  
"The members of club number one are unanimous in the opinion that even experienced 
housewives have a great deal to learn in the art of cookery and they all say that the greatest 
advantage comes from the fact of renewed interest in a task that had grown monotonous at 
best...They all believe that there is nothing that has more to do with the health and happiness of 
a family than the manner in which the food is cooked."

No amount of good cooking could prevent Andrew and Jessamine’s health scare when their 8-
year-old son, Alan was seriously injured in March 1907.  Alan was one of several children 
playing on the tall, front porch of a home across the street.  He lost his balance, fell backwards, 
and landed head first.  “At first it was thought that he had broken his neck, as he lay doubled up 
in a peculiar manner but later an investigation by Dr. Scull and Dr. Overlin showed that the 
injuries were confined to the possible concussion of the brain.”  Alan was unconscious for five 
hours, and the doctors “worked over the little fellow nearly all night.  Mr. and Mrs. Quigley were 
nearly prostrated by the shock.  The porch is a high one and the lack of a railing makes it 
especially dangerous for children.”  

Alan recovered, but newspaper articles divulged that it was Jessamine who was struggling with 
health problems.  Maybe the Domestic Science Club was her vain attempt to become healthier.  
Andrew and Jessamine then pinned their hopes on a change in climate.  The local newspaper 
wrote, “Mr. Quigley has secured a position as auditor in a large concern in the west and the 
change is being made partly for this reason and partly on account of the poor health of Mrs. 
Quigley.”  Experts of the day prescribed fresh-air nearly year-round as an antidote to disease.  
Seattle could offer that and that’s where they moved.

On April 4, 1907, Andrew, Jessamine, and Alan left for Seattle.  They stopped in Chicago for a 
few days and then climbed aboard the western-bound Missouri Pacific Railroad.  Thirteen-year-



old Kenneth stayed behind to finish out his school year in Hammond.   One month later, the 
newspaper posted an update: “Friends of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Quigley, who moved to Seattle, 
recently, will be glad to know that they have fully recovered from the effects of their long journey 
and Mrs. Quigley has gained several pounds in weight.”

Once in Seattle, Andrew and Jessamine worked quickly to secure a property that could promote 
good health.  In June 1907, Jessamine purchased Lots 9-12 of Block 11 in Queen Anne Hill’s 
Crown Addition for $10,000.  The corner lot was perfect; it had a prominent southern exposure 
and a glorious view of the Puget Sound.  Victor W. Voorhees was then hired to design their 
home.  Voorhees advertised his architectural services in the Seattle Times and his designs were 
sometimes showcased.  Just that month, his 13-story office building was featured.  

Mr. and Mrs. Quigley probably studied Voorhees’s Western Home Builder plan book from cover 
to cover.  His designs largely reflected the modern Arts And Crafts style and ignored outdated 
Victorian room divisions.  Andrew and Jessamine were drawn to plan No. 91, the Seattle Box.  It 
was an eight-room, 2,000 square foot home, estimated to cost $2,400.  The Quigleys enhanced 
it by including a large, sunny conservatory that would showcase their view and capture the fresh 
air of Puget Sound.  On July 25, 1907, Voorhees’s plans were submitted to the city and a 90-
day building permit was granted.  This home design was estimated to cost $4,000 and the 
builders were John Arflot and Samuel Grevstad.  

A flurry of activity ensued and the home was ready for occupation at least by December 7th.  
That was when an ad in the Seattle Daily Times appeared.  “Most artistic bungalow; 8 rooms; 
living room 15x25; every known convenience…Never occupied…”  It remains a mystery why 
Andrew and Jessamine tried to rent their new home.  The Quigley’s did indeed live there from 
1908 to 1914, yet almost every year, they placed rental ads in the Times for either the top floor 
or the entire home.  Every year except 1909, when three of Jessamine’s friends came all the 
way from Hammond for a visit and to attend the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition and when 
Jessamine’s mother and two of her brothers moved to Washington, ultimately settling in 
Anacortes.

The Quigleys settled in and Jessamine immersed herself in causes she believed in like 
women’s suffrage and equal rights.  (She would have witnessed Washington State’s 1910 
victory when women won their right to vote.) Jessamine served as president of the Mothers’ 
Congress, president of Queen Anne Hill’s Parent Teacher Association, and was a founder of 
Washington’s Mayflower Society.  Andrew wrote, “She is also one of our most forceful workers 
along social lines, particularly those pertaining to legislation for women and children.” 

While Alan attended West Queen Anne School, Kenneth attended Queen Anne High School.  
He graduated in 1910 and furthered his education at the University of Washington.  That year—
1910—the Quigley’s spent $250 to alter their home.  No details were given but it is possible a 
bathroom was added to the home’s main floor and/or the basement to accommodate renters, 
thus indulging Andrew’s penchant for economy and efficiency, and also helps explain rental ads.

Andrew worked incessantly as an accountant and a politician.  The “large concern” that brought 
the Quigleys to Seattle was probably E.G. Shorrock & Company, an accounting firm with offices 
in Seattle and Spokane.  From at least 1910 to 1912, Andrew Quigley worked for the Shorrock 
firm.  In 1911, Washington State Governor Hay appointed Quigley to the State Accountancy 
Board, succeeding E.G. Shorrock himself.  Quigley also worked with Shorrock on the Seattle 



Bureau of Public Efficiency.  In January 1912, the Seattle City Council recommended that 
Quigley, “the expert accountant of the Seattle bureau of public efficiency, be allowed $5,000 for 
six months’ survey of the city’s business methods for the purpose of working out a more efficient 
scheme.”  

Andrew Quigley’s inspection of the city’s finances inspired him to run for city comptroller.  His 
paid ad in the Seattle Daily Times said, “Mr. Quigley has had over 20 years’ experience as an 
efficiency expert and he is a director of the Seattle Bureau of Public Efficiency.  His reports to 
the city council, free of charge to the city, show (1) that the city’s account with the county has 
never been reconciled since the city was incorporated and (2) that at least $500,000 per annum 
can be saved to the taxpayers by efficient business methods in all departments of the city 
government.”

Quigley’s quest to oversee Seattle’s accounting was vehemently opposed by a city councilman, 
Edgar Blaine.  The Times believed Blaine was fearful of what Quigley would uncover in an audit. 
“Just why Blaine was so violently opposed to the appointment of Mr. Quigley after a special 
committee on efficiency had unanimously recommended his appointment has not been made 
clear…but the suspicion is abroad that Blaine doesn’t care to have a straightforward accounting 
of public affairs occur at all…Blaine wants the appointees to be men whom [he] can control, and 
Blaine knows mighty well that he can’t control Quigley!"

Quigley’s candidacy was endorsed by the Seattle City Council (except Blaine), the Womens' 
Taxpayers’ League, the Seattle Taxpayers’ League, and the Seattle Times.  Despite these 
endorsements, Quigley came in third that February.

In April 1912, Mayor George F. Cotterill appointed Quigley to the municipal banking committee.  
In May, the Taxpayers’ League asked him to accept the position of chief deputy county auditor 
and to become a candidate for county auditor.  Andrew Quigley accepted and announced his 
candidacy.  

Quigley was one of six men running for county auditor and won the primary handily in 
September.  Days later, questions arose over Quigley’s citizenship status, forcing Andrew to 
locate his naturalization papers.  In the midst of this chaos, Quigley wrote this self-promoting 
letter to the Times: 

“Andrew J. Quigley, nominee for county auditor on the Republican ticket, was born in Dumfries, 
Scotland, in 1865, and came to the United States in 1887.  He is generally conceded to be one 
of the most efficient professional accountants in the country, and has had a wide experience in 
expert service in the large Eastern cities. In  the spring of 1907, he removed to Seattle for the 
benefit of his wife’s health, and has since practiced accountancy in the Northwestern states.  He 
is vice president of the state board of accountancy, a director of the Washington Society of 
Certified Public Accountants and a fellow of the American Association of Public Accountants.  
During this past year he has sacrificed much time, without compensation, investigating the 
present methods of handling our public funds and illustrating business methods to city, county 
and state officials.  In May 1912, he was requested by the Taxpayers’ League to accept the 
position of chief deputy county auditor and to become a candidate for county auditor.  If elected 
he is (sic) pledged to put into actual practice the results of his special training and wide 
experience in scientific accounting methods to reduce excessive taxation resulting from waste of 
public funds by inefficient methods…"



While Quigley was attempting to confirm his citizenship, the Bull Moose party, a progressive 
offshoot of the Republican Party, approved a last minute rival candidate, a former Seattle mayor.  
On October 9th, the Seattle Daily Times reported that "a delegation of women, headed by Mrs. 
A.J. Quigley appeared before the Bull Moose county committee to urge that the place be left 
vacant and an endorsement be given to Quigley.  This the county committee refused to do.”

Three days later, delegates from 14 women’s nonpolitical organizations insisted the Bull Moose 
ticket be left vacant and that Andrew J. Quigley be endorsed.  According to the Times, the 
president of the Washington Nonpartisan League said, "All of our committees endorsed Mr. 
Quigley without equivocation and without a dissenting voice because of his character, scientific 
training, pledge of economical and systematic administration and his splendid endorsement by 
numerous nonpartisan organizations…to place in office a man who can give scientific service 
and install up-to-date methods.  We find these qualifications in Mr. Quigley.”

Then, Mrs. Quigley addressed the gathering, first disputing her introduction that she was 
running her husband’s campaign:
“I am not running the campaign—it is running me.  It is going so fast that I can hardly keep it in 
sight.  When this campaign began a good Democrat friend said: ‘File with us this year; you will 
need the letter D for we are the popular party.’  Next came a good Socialist friend, who said: 
'Why, you belong to us, take the letter S.’  A good Republican friend said the same thing for his 
party and so also did a representative of the ranting, ramping Bull Moose, but we asked, ‘Why 
should we need a whole alphabet; why the S, the D, the R and these other letters when we 
stand not for party, but for efficiency and honesty in office. I can, but echo what my coworkers 
have said:  that we stand for efficient men in public service and that we can give our faithful 
support only to that class of men.  This year the man we have united upon happens to be my 
husband.  Next year it will be some other woman’s husband who feels that he can give this 
special service to his fellow citizens and he will come to our civic organizations and he will ask 
for our help and favor.  It will matter not to us whether his ears are long or his horns short, or 
whether he is traveling with a trunk, so long as when he rides into the lists he shall have upon 
his banner the one big letter— the letter E.  It stands for efficiency, economy, equal opportunity 
and equal human rights.  But wait—one thing more we will insist upon.  Yea, verily, he must 
have his citizenship papers and his marriage certificate.’”

Quigley’s citizenship status was confirmed, but on election day that November, more votes went 
to the Bull Moose candidate: 21,724 to 21,268.  Quigley lost, but not without a fight.  He called 
foul and demanded ballot boxes be guarded until election results could be analyzed, and he 
vented in a letter to the Seattle Times, accusing old-time politicians who control powerful 
organizations of opposing him, and contended that it was exceedingly difficult for voters to get 
reliable information to the detriment of the majority of people who supported efficiency and 
economy.  Quigley's election fraud case went to the State Supreme Court, but it was dismissed 
by a vote of 7-2 on December 20, 1912.  

Undeterred, Andrew announced his candidacy for a Seattle City Council seat on January 15, 
1913.  The race was thick with 43 candidates in the running.  One month later, despite 
endorsements including the Seattle Times, Quigley did not make it past the primary.  The 
Seattle Republican wrote, “[Quigley] did not seem to run as well as he did on former occasions.  
It looks as if the voters had tired of seeing him run for office.”  



But really, the person who was most tired was Jessamine Quigley.  She was being treated in the 
Queen City Sanitarium where she passed away on April 14, 1913.  Her funeral service was held 
at the Quigley home and it was obvious Jessamine was loved and respected.  Many paid their 
respects, both spoken and written:  “Our beloved friend and coworker, Mrs. Jessamine Quigley, 
whose redeeming quality was finding the good in others, has been called in death; therefore, be 
it resolved, that we of the North End Progressive Club in which she manifested so kindly an 
interest, thus express our admiration of her varied capabilities and womanliness, and our 
sincerest regrets in her long, lingering illness which she so courageously bore…”  Attendees 
included the mayor and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. George Cotterill, representatives and friends from 
the many organizations Jessamine supported, religious leaders, friends, neighbors, and of 
course, family.

By May 25th, Andrew, Kenneth, and Alan had moved out of 1503 8th Avenue West.  In 1915, 
Andrew Quigley was an accountant in Chicago, and according to the Chicago Tribune, he had 
written “the most sensational report on city finances ever made.”  Kenneth had gotten married, 
and Alan was attending Queen Anne High School, from which he graduated in 1918.  The family 
home at 1503 8th Avenue West was rented to a young couple, and even as families have 
moved in and out of this home, it forever stands as a loving monument to the Quigleys:  Andrew 
Quigley, the husband and father who moved his family across the country for his wife’s health, 
and who promoted sound accounting practices for this area’s fiscal health, and to Jessamine 
Quigley, the wife and mother who devoted her life to serving her family and her community.



 

Hammond, Indiana 
1893-1907

The Times, June 20, 1906 and March 16, 1907




 

The Domestic Science Club 
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The Times (Munster, Indiana), February 2, 1907
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The Times

October 13, 1906

February 20, 1907


March 27, 1907

The Domestic Science Club 
1906-1907 



 

Leaving Hammond 
1907

The Times

February 28, 1907, April 4, 1907, May 6 1907



 

Planning 1503 8th Avenue West 

Seattle Daily Times, June 22, 1907

Baist Map 1905


Victor W. Voorhees, Design No. 91




 

Building 1503 8th Avenue West

The Seattle Daily Times

July 28, 1907



 

1503 8th Avenue West

Baist Map 1912

Seattle Daily Times, December 7, 1907


Polk Directory 1908



 

Activities and Events 

The Times, June 16, 1909

Seattle Daily Times 

August 8, 1912, January 29, 1913

Right: February 2, 1912


Seattle Daily Times, June 15, 1910



 

Andrew Quigley 
Accountant and Politician 

The Spokesman-Review, July 4, 1911

Seattle Star, February 19, 1912



 

Seattle Daily Times, May 29, 1912

Seattle Daily Times, September 8, 1912


Seattle Star, September 9, 1912

Quigley for County Auditor



 

Seattle Daily Times 
October 7, 1912

Andrew and Jessamine Quigley Speak



 

Seattle Daily Times 
October 12, 1912

Jessamine Quigley’s Speech



 

Seattle Daily Times 
November 8, 1912


November 15, 1912, November 19, 1912, 

County Auditor Election Aftermath



 

Seattle Daily Times, January 15, 1913

Seattle Star, February 17, 1913 and February 21, 1913

Quigley for Seattle City Council



 

Seattle Daily Times 
April 15, 1913  and April 18, 1913


The Times (Munster, Indiana) 

April 25, 1913

Tributes for Jessamine Quigley
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Property Record Card



Permit 
1910



Permit 
1923



Permit 
1923, page 2

Note:  Christy (born Edgar) and Jane (Boynton) Thomas were the homeowners in 1923.  They 
lived two houses down at 1515 8th Avenue West and moved to 1503 in 1925.  Also in 1925, 
tenants in the basement had their own address—802 W. Galer St.  Christy and Jane divorced 
around 1926.  The 1930 Census showed Jane and her 15 and 13-year-old children were living at 
1503 as well as two tenants.  Jane’s parents and brother were living in the basement at 802 W. 
Galer.  In 1935, after Jane passed away, her brother applied for a permit to officially convert the 
home into a duplex. 



Permit 
1923



Permit 
1930



Permit 
1935



Permit  
1937



 

Permit  
2001

Permit  
2001



Barbara Manning graduated from the University of Washington with a B.A. 
in Art History, focusing on Architectural History, and also earned a U.W. 
Certificate in Genealogy and Family History.  She is a fifth generation 
Seattleite whose great-great-grandmother came to Seattle from Minnesota in 
1907 and built her family home on Roosevelt Way.  Barb’s love of old houses 
and genealogy led to her passion of discovering the fascinating families who 
built and lived in Seattle’s historic homes.  Their voices have been obscured 
through time, but the stories are there, just waiting to be dusted off. 

seattlehousehistories@gmail.com


